


• The Texas Education Code (Section 12.001) states that charter schools have 
five purposes: “to improve student learning; increase the choice of learning 
opportunities within the public school system; create professional 
opportunities that will attract new teachers to the public school system; 
establish a new form of accountability for public schools; encourage different 
and innovative learning methods.” 
 
• Four types of charters exist in Texas: home-rule school district charters 
(charters that are contracted with or overseen by traditional public school 
districts), campus charters, open-enrollment charters (charters that are 
started by a non-profit organization, or for-profit organizations in some states, 
and overseen by their own board of directors), and college/university charters 
(charters started and overseen by a college or university). Most charters in 
Texas are open-enrollment charters authorized by the State Board of 
Education. Texas has set a cap of 215 on the number of open-enrollment 
charters allowed to operate. 
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·	Charter schools are not allowed to promote any religion, unlike many private schools.

·	Charter schools do not charge tuition. They are funded by taxpayers, as are traditional public schools.

·	Charter schools are not magnet schools. While some charters may have characteristics similar to public magnet schools, which often have a specialized curriculum or mission, magnet schools do not have to accept all students.  Charter schools are required to accept all students on a first come, first serve basis. If more students apply than there are spots available, students are selected by lottery, though preference is usually given to currently-enrolled students and their siblings.

·	Even charter schools that “target” specific populations, such as special education, gifted and talented, or at-risk students, are required to accept anyone who applies.

·	In Texas, authorizing entities grant “charters,” which are contracts between the authorizer and the school.  As the TEA website explains, “Charter schools are subject to fewer state laws than other public schools with the idea of ensuring fiscal and academic accountability without undue regulation of instructional methods or pedagogical innovation.” 

·	Charters are usually granted for five years but can be revoked if a school fails to fulfill the requirements its charter.


